
    
 
 

 

Portable Oxygen Concentrators Used On Board Aircraft 
 
On May 24, 2016 the Federal Aviation Administration (Agency or FAA) issued a final rule to replace the existing process 
by which the Agency approves portable oxygen concentrators (POC) for use on board aircraft in air carrier operations.  
This final rule replaced the existing FAA approval process in Special Federal Aviation Regulation (SFAR) No. 106 to 
currently allow passengers to use a POC on board an aircraft if the POC satisfies the acceptance criteria and labeling 
requirement stated in the final rule1.  The labeling requirement only affects POCs intended for use on board aircraft that 
were not previously approved prior to May 24th ruling for use on aircraft by the FAA2. The FreeStyle® Comfort® is the 
only CAIRE product that has been released after the May 24, 2016 ruling and is therefore not included on the SFAR 106 
listing. The FreeStyle® Comfort® is labelled according to FAA labelling requirements.   
 
POC models identified in existing SFAR No. 106 satisfy the acceptance criteria and are exempt from the labeling 
requirement3, therefore the new label requirements in the final rule do not apply to the following CAIRE Inc. portable 
oxygen concentrators approved by the FAA for use on board aircraft prior to May 24, 20164: 
 

AirSep® Focus™; 
AirSep® FreeStyle®; 
AirSep® FreeStyle® 5; 
AirSep® LifeStyle™; 
SeQual® Eclipse®; 
SeQual® eQuinox™ Oxygen System (model 4000); 
SeQual® Oxywell Oxygen System (model 4000); 
SeQual® SAROS™ 

 
The Final Rule made conforming amendments to the Department of Transportation’s Air Carrier Access Act to require 
carriers to continue to permit SFAR-approved POCS, regardless of whether they are labeled5,6. 
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